
The Connection 

“Today	in	the	town	of	David	a	Savior	has	been	born	to	you;	he	is	
the	Messiah,	the	Lord.”	Luke	2:11	(NIV)	
	
Despite	the	title	of	the	popular	Christmas	Carol,	"Silent	Night",	
Pastor	 Louie	Giglio	 points	 out	 that	 the	 first	 cries	 and	 coos	 of	
baby	 Jesus	dramatically	broke	 the	 silence.	A	 silence	 that	God	
had	held	since	He	last	spoke	through	the	Prophet	Malachi	in	the	
year	430	B.C.	In	a	nutshell	the	people	and	priests	of	Israel	had	
been	called	by	God	to	represent	Him	to	the	world.	But	when	
they	 failed	 to	 do	 that,	 God	 had	 little	 choice	 but	 to	 distance	
Himself	from	them	and	set	up	a	scenario	where	they	would	be	
hungry	and	eager	to	reconsider	to	authentically	be	His	chosen	
people.	 Sure	 enough	 under	 the	 duress	 of	 the	 Roman	 Empire	
Jewish	hearts	were	increasingly	humble	and	open	to	what	God	
would	 like	 to	 do.	But	not	 in	 their	wildest	 imaginations	would	
they	have	guessed	what	God	had	in	mind.		
	
God	had	chosen	the	cry	of	an	infant	to	become	the	perfect	tool	
to	 refocus	 the	 whole	 scenario.	 The	 infant	 in	 the	 manger	 of	
course	had	an	extraordinary	mission.	Jesus	was	born	at	night	but	
more	than	that,	like	in	the	days	of	Noah,	Jesus	had	come	into	a	
very	 dark	world,	 ridden	with	 crime,	 exploitation,	 disease	 and	
poverty.	In	the	vile	and	violent	culture	of	the	first	century	how	
could	 a	 baby	 re-balance	 the	 righteous	 scales	 of	 truth	 and	
justice?	

A	Word	from	Pastor	Dave	
	December	Dates	

	
	

3	-	 Women's	Bible	Study	
	

4	-	 Men's	Bible	Study	
	

10	-	Prayer	&	Praise	at	7pm	
	

14	-	 SPCC	Christmas	
	 Banquet	6:30	
	

15	-		Kid's	Christmas
	Program	(during	service)	

	

17	-	Women's	Christmas	Get	
	 Together	6:30	pm		
	

18	-	Men's	Bible	Study	7pm	
	

22	-	Communion		
	

24	-	Christmas	Eve	Program	
	 7pm	
	

25	-	Merry	Christmas	
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FARFAN

SPCC GIVING

PROJECT For

Join us this December in raising
$2520 for Julio Farfan's mission
project working with migrant

workers. Julio Farfan is a native
Guatemalan, who is now living in

Ontario, Canada. He currently
oversees a ministry serving the

migrant workers living and working
in the Stratford area. The ministry

offers regular meetings, Bible
studies and worship times, as well as
provides support for issues that the

migrant workers may be having
while adjusting to a new country,

such as: banking, tax help, personal
finance, transportation etc.
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In	Genesis	all	creation	including	Adam	and	Eve	comes	
under	the	"Curse"	of	sin.	God	had	given	humanity	the	
commission	 to	 be	 fruitful	 [1],	 fill	 the	 earth	 [2]	 and	
subdue	it	[3]	(in	other	words,	be	good	managers	of	the	
world	we	live	in).	So	after	the	stories	of	Adam	and	Eve's	
family	we	have	the	stories	of	the	Tower	of	Babel	and	
Noah's	 Ark.	 The	 first	 group	 did	 not	 want	 to	 fill	 the	
Earth.	They	all	wanted	to	stay	gathered	 in	one	place	
until	 God	 confused	 their	 languages	 and	 then	 they	
finally	 spread	 out.	 The	 second	 group	 weren't	 even	
good	managers	of	their	own	day-to-day	lives	let	alone	
the	world	that	they	 lived	 in.	With	great	sadness	God	
eventually	brought	 judgment	upon	them	and	 limited	
the	number	of	their	days	 in	order	to	 limit	 their	bent	
towards	 destruction.	 After	 this	 God	 no	 longer	
continues	 to	work	with	 all	 the	 people	 of	 the	world.	
Rather	his	focus	is	on	one	very	small	family;	Abraham	
and	 Sarah.	 God	 promises	 to	make	 them	 into	 a	 very	
special	nation	that	will	be	a	beacon	of	hope	for	all	the	

world	to	see.	Indeed,	over	time	the	family	does	grow.	
Through	 Moses	 and	 the	 prophets,	 they	 become	 a	
nation	 that	 is	 radically	 different	 than	 every	 other	
nation	 on	 Earth.	 Yet	 like	 a	 timid	 teenage	 son	 or	
daughter	the	nation	of	Israel	tries	again	and	again	to	
be	just	like	everyone	else.	The	laws	of	their	 land,	the	
great	stories	of	their	heritage,	and	the	customs	of	their	
people	all	at	best	have	an	external	effect	on	what	really	
is	an	internal	problem	relating	all	the	way	back	to	the	
"Curse"	of	original	sin.	
	
Fortunately,	baby	Jesus	literally	lights	up	the	night	with	
a	hope	that	pierces	the	darkness.	Not	just	the	darkness	
of	 one	 particular	 night.	 Not	 just	 the	 darkness	 of	 a	
culture	that	is	corrupt	in	every	way.	But	the	darkness	
inside	the	hearts	of	men	and	women	living	under	the	
disparity	 of	 sin.	 His	 mission	 is	 going	 to	 be	 about	 a	
transformation	 from	within.	Behold,	 the	Son	 of	God,	
who	takes	away	the	sins	of	the	world!	
	



	

Each	 newsletter	 you	may	 have	 noticed	 that	 there	 is	 a	
page	 dedicated	 to	 highlighting	 the	work	 of	 a	 different	
ministry	in	the	church.	From	worship	to	window	washing	
it	takes	a	lot	of	committed,	hardworking	people	to	keep	
everything	running	smoothly.	We	are	grateful	to	them	all	
and	this	month	we	would	like	to	sincerely	appreciate	two	
sets	 of	 leaders	 and	 satirically	 ask	 one	 important	
question.	
	

First	of	all	we	want	to	express	our	appreciation	 to	our	
Volunteer	 Coordinator	 /	 Site	Manager	 /	 Admin	 Guru	 /	
Wonder	 Woman;	 aka	 Tracy	 Lepp.	 Among	 her	 many	
accomplishments	most	recently	Tracy	led	the	20th	Year	
Anniversary	Team	in	planning	and	hosting	an	evening	of	
affirmation	and	celebration	that	simply	had	God’s	finger	
prints	 all	 over	 it.	 Despite	 flooding,	 flu	 and	 even	 good	
fishing	 weather	 the	 Anniversary	 was	 amazing.	 Like	 so	
many	 other	 things	 that	 Tracy	 leads	 the	 coordinated	
effort	of	gathering	people	to	contribute	and	participate	
made	 the	 Anniversary	 an	 unforgettable	 time	 of	
remembering	God’s	faithfulness	and	His	faithful	ones.	So	
a	 big	 Thank	 You	 to	 you	 Tracy	 (and	 to	 your	 family	 for	
sharing	you	with	us)	and	to	the	Anniversary	Team.	
	

Next	we	want	to	sincerely	thank	all	the	members	of	the	
Pastoral	Team	 for	 leading	both	 in	 the	background	and	
often	in	the	doing	of	so,	so	much	that	happens	around	
and	 through	 South	 Point.	 It	 is	 not	 always	 an	 easy	 or	
delightful	 task	but	God	 is	using	your	service	 in	 literally	
miraculous	 ways.	 Great	 things	 happen	 Monday	 thru	
Friday	 because	 our	 families	 and	 the	 families	 of	 South	
Shore	Christian	School	and	the	families	of	La	Casa	De	Mi	
Padre	 know	 that	 you	 have	 their	 back.	 Great	 things	
happen	here	during	the	evenings	and	weekends	because	
you	help	us	keep	our	eyes	fixed	on	Jesus	(and	painting,	
and	camping,	and,	and,	and,	and	…)	and	for	all	that	we	
are	 grateful.	 The	 way	 you	 do	 all	 this	 with	 a	 deep	
dedication	 and	 care	 for	 our	 congregation	 and	 staff	 is	
something	we	believe	God	is	able	and	willing	to	reward.	
Thank	you!	
	

Finally,	a	question.	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
you	 remember	 when	 the	 Presidential	 Impeachment	
Hearings	were	 for	an	entirely	different	nut-ball	named	
Nixon?	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
you	are	looking	for	a	slower	motorcycle?	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
occasionally	you	have	been	mistaken	for	Zacchaeus?	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
when	 you	 were	 born	 Sesame	 Street	 hadn’t	 been	
invented	yet?	(Well	just	5	days	before	but	still?)	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
you	 can	 quote	 jokes	 the	 Apostle	 John	 told	 from	
conversational	memory?	
Can	you	be	on	the	Pastoral	Team	if	you	are	so	old	that	
Dawn	has	 to	braid	 the	 thick	gray	hairs	 on	your	 hobbit	
feet	 so	 that	 they	 look	 like	 sandal	 straps	 instead	 of	 a	
hygiene	problem?	
		
Well,	we	don’t	know	the	answers	to	all	those	questions	
but	we	do	know	that	we	would	only	be	half	the	Pastoral	
Team	without	you	Bob.	Happy	50th	Birthday!	

12th			~			 Evan	
12th			~		 Owen	G.	
13th	 	~			 Eric	
24th	 	~			 Vincent	
27th			~		 Keith	
30th		~		 Greg	
	

Ministry	Highlight	



 

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 At	the	first	Christmas,	the	true	light	came	into	the	world	
one	night.	Though	our	world	may	appear	dim,	no	darkness	will	
overcome	the	Light	of	Jesus.	In	John	8:12,	Jesus	said	“I	am	the	
light	of	the	world;	he	that	follows	me	will	not	walk	in	darkness,	
but	shall	have	the	light	of	life.”	The	Bible,	from	the	earliest	of	
passages,	gives	us	indications	that	darkness	is	a	scary	thing.	But	
we	 read	 in	 1	 John	 1:5	 God	 is	 light,	 and	 in	 Him	 there	 is	 no	
darkness	at	all.	And	in	John	1:5	“The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,	
and	the	darkness	has	not	overcome	it.”	
We	need	the	light	because	we	live	in	the	shadows	of	our	broken		
selves.	This	shadow	seems	to	grow	during	the	holidays	as	we		

experience	the	many	grey	days	of	winter	and	we	live	each	day	as	though	it	were	the	edge	of	night.	
We	are	quick	to	identify	the	darkness	out	there	in	the	world,	but	slow	to	identify	the	darkness	as	it	slowly	comes	
upon	us.	 It’s	easier	 to	 see	darkness	around	us	 instead	of	 inside	 of	us.	But	 the	darkness	 lurks	 in	us	all.	 It’s	why	
seemingly	good	people	all	around	us	can	fall.	The	darkness	doesn’t	respect	anyone	so	we	need	the	light	with	a	capitol	
“L”.	Light	exposes	and	warms.	The	light	of	Christ	exposes	our	darkness,	so	we	must	become	totally	immersed	in	this	
light.	
How	do	we	get	into	the	warmth	of	the	light?	We	have	to	be	bathed	in	it.	Standing	at	a	distance	in	the	shadows	and	
looking	at	the	light	won’t	do.	We	need	to	allow	the	light	to	totally	surround	us.	When	we	are	taking	a	shower,	having	
a	bath,	or	going	swimming,	we	get	totally	wet.	Being	bathed	in	God’s	light	is	like	getting	totally	wet.	1	John	1:7	“But	
if	we	walk	in	the	light,	as	He	is	in	the	light,	we	have	fellowship	with	one	another,	and	the	blood	of	Jesus	His	Son	
cleanses	us	from	all	sin.”	
Walking	in	the	light	isn’t	just	being	good;	it’s	bringing	our	darkness	to	Jesus	over	and	over,	and	to	one	another,	to	
experience	His	cleansing,	purifying	light.	Is	there	something	you	need	to	confess	to	him?	Where	are	you	harboring	
darkness?	Where	do	you	need	to	let	the	light	in?	
I	thank	God	that	Jesus	came	to	earth	through	the	womb	of	Mary,	and	suffered	the	sorrows	of	humanity	to	shine	His	
light	into	our	darkness.	Those	who	walk	in	the	light	now	will	walk	in	Jesus’	final	triumph	over	darkness,	when	there	
will	 be	no	 need	 for	a	 sun	or	moon	because	His	glory	 illuminates	His	 city	 forever	 (Rev.	21:23).	 It’s	 coming,	 keep	
bathing,	keep	confessing,	and	keep	hoping.	Don’t	just	dip	your	toe;	dive	in	headfirst.		Jesus:	The	first	Night	Light,	
shining	into	the	darkness.	
	

Barnabas	
	

GOD’S NIGHT LIGHT 

 

A Christmas Prayer for Action 
										by	Howard	Thurman	

	

When	the	song	of	the	angels	is		
stilled,	when	the	star	in	the	sky		
is	gone,	when	the	kings	and	princes		

are	home,	when	the	shepherds	are	back	with	the	flocks,	then	
the	work	of	Christmas	begins:	To	find	the	 lost,	to	heal	those	
broken	in	spirit,	to	feed	the	hungry,	to	release	the	oppressed,	
to	 rebuild	 the	nations,	 to	bring	peace	among	all	peoples,	 to	
make	a	little	music	with	the	heart.	And	to	radiate	the	Light	of	
Christ,	every	day,	in	every	way,	in	all	that	we	do	and	in	all	that	
we	say.	Then	the	work	of	Christmas	begins.	



 

Emmanuel 
God with Us! 

December Question 
 

Can	 you	 share	 a	 time,	 place	 or	 event	
when	God's	presence	surprised	you?	

	Paul:	
Years	ago,	I	left	my	wife	and	family.	I	moved	to	the	States.	I	was	
running	coast	to	coast	as	hard	and	as	fast	as	possible.	I	basically	
was	 trying	 to	 outrun	myself.	 	One-day	God	decided	he	had	a	
captive	 audience.	 I	 felt	 His	 presence.	 I	 heard	 this	 question	
clearly.	You	have	everything	you	said	you	needed	and	wanted,	
why	aren't	you	happy?	I	gave	you	what	you	thought	you	desired.	
If	you	trust	me,	I	will	give	you	what	you	really	want	and	need.	
Thus	began	the	journey	down	the	road	I'm	on	today.	I	thank	Him	
daily	for	what	I	have	been	blessed	with.	
	Autumn: 
I think the Best Time God's presence surprises me is every 
Father’s Day at the church. He makes sure there are people 
to comfort me on that day. 
 Dave:	
When	I	was	a	teenager	I	got	myself	in	some	fairly	serious	trouble	
trying	to	live	in	the	good-kid-church	world	and	the	popular-kid-
party	world	at	the	same	time.	In	the	Summer	I	was	signed	up	to	
help	cut	the	grass	at	the	church	once	a	week.	I	was	old	enough	
then	to	be	able	to	walk	over	to	the	church	(about	15	minutes)	
and	do	the	job	on	my	own	(about	an	hour	with	the	push	mower).	
It	wasn't	hard	and	I	didn't	mind	doing	it	but	my	mind	would	be	
racing	 every	 time	 I	 was	 there.	 The	 duplicity	 in	 my	 life	 really	
bothered	me.	What	God	actually	wanted	for	me	and	from	me	
was	a	question	that	I	couldn't	put	to	rest.	I	probably	shouldn't	
have	been	surprised	that	God	would	be	"at	church",	even	in	the	
Summer,	 on	 a	 day	 that	 wasn't	 Sunday.	 Nevertheless,	 that	
particular	Summer	every	week	He	wrestled	with	me	and	 I	am	
relieved	to	be	able	to	say	that	He	won.	
	Marilyn:	
When	 I	was	being	wheeled	 down	 for	my	 second	surgery,	 the	
hallway	was	so	cold.	Even	the	warming	blankets	were	cold.	Just	
before	wheeling	me	into	the	operating	room	I	felt	warm	arms	
wrapping	around	me.	I	was	given	such	peace	and	knew	it	was	
Jesus'	arms.	Hallelujah!	
	Ruby:	
I	will	always	remember	the	day	last	spring	when	 I	had	to	take	
Bob	 to	 Windsor	 for	 a	 doctor’s	 appointment.	 I	 was	 always	
concerned	about	parking	in	this	very	small	lot.	Usually	crowded	
and	almost	full.		I	was	sure	I	heard	God's	voice	speaking	to	me	
saying	not	to	worry	because	someone	would	be	backing	out	of	
a	space	making	a	way	for	me.	Sure	this	is	exactly	what	happened	
as	 I	 arrived.	 What	 an	 awesome	 God	 we	 praise	 and	 are	 so	
thankful	for.	
	



	

Peanut	Butter	Snowballs	
Ingredients	
• 2	c.	powdered	sugar	
• 1⅓	c.	smooth	peanut	butter	
• ¼	c.	butter,	melted	
• ⅔	c.	graham	cracker	crumbs	
• 1	tbsp.	maple	syrup	
• 1	tsp.	kosher	salt	
• 2	c.	white	chocolate,	melted	
• 2	tsp.	coconut	oil	
• Sprinkles,	for	garnish	

Instructions	
1. In	a	large	bowl,	combine	powdered	sugar,	peanut	butter,	butter,	graham		

cracker	crumbs,	maple	syrup	and	salt.	Using	a	whisk	or	a	hand	mixer,	mix		
ingredients	until	smooth	and	fully	incorporated.	

2. Using	a	small	cookie	scoop,	form	mixture	into	balls	and	place	onto	a		
	 baking	sheet	covered	with	waxed	paper.	In	a	medium	bowl,	combine		
	 white	chocolate	and	coconut	oil	and	stir	until	smooth.	Dip	peanut	butter		
	 balls	in	white	chocolate	and	return	to	baking	sheet.		
	 Garnish	with	sprinkles.		
	 and	let	set	in	the	refrigerator	for	about	10	minutes.	Serve	
	



 

	
	
	
	
	

	
 
 
 
	  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
 


