
	

The Connection 
A	Word	from	Pastor	Dave	

MONTHLY	NEWSLETTER	OF	SOUTH	POINT	COMMUNITY	CHURCH	~	JANUARY	2020	–	VALUME	32	

Dates	to	Remember	

01*14	
Prayer	&	Praise	-	7pm	

	
01*15	

Men's	Bible	Study	-	7pm	
	

01*18	
Games	Night	-	6:30	pm	

	
01*19	

Communion	
	

01*21	
Women's	New	Bible	Study	-	7pm	

	
01*25	

Men's	Breakfast	-	8	am	
	

02*9	
Annual	Meeting	

	

“Do	you	not	know	that	in	a	race	all	the	runners	run,	
but	only	one	receives	the	prize?	So	run	that	you	may	
obtain	it.	Every	athlete	exercises	self-control	in	all	

things.	They	do	it	to	receive	a	perishable	wreath,	but	
we	an	imperishable.	So	I	do	not	run	aimlessly;	I	do	
not	box	as	one	beating	the	air.	But	I	discipline	my	
body	and	keep	it	under	control,	lest	after	preaching	

to	others	I	myself	should	be	disqualified.”	(1	
Corinthians	9:24-27,	ESV)	

	
	 In	the	Fall	we	started	 looking	at	some	of	the	aspects	of	the	
Christian	life	that	make	us,	as	a	church	family,	a	strong	force	
for	the	gospel	in	our	community.	Moving	 into	the	New	Year	
we	want	to	keep	that	momentum	moving	forward	as	we	see	
how	God	can	bless	and	work	in	our	relationships.	
			Of	course	the	challenge	with	all	of	these	habits	is	that	they	
take	hard	work	and	intentionality.	Perhaps	you	have	heard	the	
saying,	“Hard	work	often	pays	off	in	the	long	run;	but	laziness	
always	pays	off	right	now!”	Yet	how	quickly	do	these	habits	
pay	off?	Fortunately,	 (and	unfortunately)	as	humans	we	get	
sooooo	 much	 immediate	 gratification	 from	 giving,	 for	
example,	that	the	hardest	part	of	being	generous	is	sometimes	
checking	our	own	motivation.	This	to	me	might	be	welcome	
news	in	the	season	of	New	Year’s	Resolutions.	If	your	plan	to	
read	a	book	every	week,	walk	every	day,	 lose	20	pounds	or	
quit	drinking	coffee	doesn’t	seem	to	be	going	great	consider	
these	 6	 habits	 as	 resolutions	 worth	 switching	 to.	 They	 will	
bless	you,	 bless	 those	around	you	and	make	you	a	blessing	
even	to	Christ	himself.	That’s	pretty	good	for	just	a	New	Year’s	
Resolution.	



	
	  

H	=	Hanging	out	with	God	
Having	 a	 consistent	 time	 with	 God	 through	
prayer,	 bible	 reading,	 silence	 and	 solitude,	
memorizing	 scripture,	 etc.	 (Matthew	 4:4)	 (1	
John	5:14)		
A	=	Attending	Church	
Commitment	 to	 the	 body	 of	 Christ	 and	 our	
church	 family	 (Hebrews	 10:24-25)	 (Galatians	
6:2).	This	is	why	we	have	worship	together	and	
work	together.	
B	=	Being	Generous	
Being	willing	to	give	our	time,	energy,	gifts,	and	
money	to	Jesus’	purposes.	
(Acts	20:35)	(Luke	21:1-4)	
	

I	=	Investing	in	Healthy	Friendships	
Having	 mutual	 support,	 encouragement	 and	
accountability	with	the	people	around	you	who	
help	 you	 live	 and	 grow	 in	 your	 faith	 in	 Jesus	
Christ.	(Galatians	6:1-5)	(James	5:16)	
T	=	Telling	my	Story	
You	have	an	awesome	story	and	people	need	to	
hear	 it!	 	No	one’s	 story	 is	 boring	 because	God	
does	not	make	boring	stories!	(1	John	1:1-4)	
S	=	Serving	Others	
We	all	have	something	to	give	and	SPCC	has	a	ton	
of	 different	 opportunities	 for	 you	 to	 use	 your	
gifts!	(1	Peter	4:10-11)		
	



	

Investing	in	Healthy	Relationships			
	 Solomon,	 the	 wisest	 man	 who	 ever	 lived,	 offers	
counsel	 in	 Proverbs	 18:24	 on	 the	 subject	 of	
friendship.	He	explains	 that	 if	we	want	 friends,	we	
must	 be	 friendly	 and	 reach	 out	 to	 others.	 But	
reaching	out	involves	risk.	Perhaps	you	think	what	if	
they	 don’t	 like	me?	What	 if	 they	 embarrass	me	 in	
some	way?	Because	we	are	often	afraid	of	rejection,	
many	of	us	are	unwilling	to	reach	out	to	others.	We	
take	a	safer	approach	and	wait	for	others	to	befriend	
us.	But	if	we	want	friends,	we’ve	got	to	get	beyond	
this.	We	must	realize	it	is	our	responsibility	to	make	
friends.	So	just	how	do	we	go	about	it?	
Everyone	has	a	need	for	close	relationships.	God	
created	us	as	social,	emotional	beings:	We	thrive	in	
healthy	friendships	and	find	great	fulfillment	there.	
Keep	in	mind	that	in	all	healthy	relationships	we	
should	be	asking,	“What	can	I	do	to	benefit	and	love	
my	friend?”	…	not,	“What	can	this	person	do	for	
me?”	Realizing	that	Jesus	had	close	friends	reminds	
us	of	God’s	intentions	for	relationships	—	He	
designed	friendship	to	be	caring,	loving	and	
intimate.	To	have	these	types	of	friendships,	we	
need	to	realize	it	is	our	responsibility	to	find	and	
build	healthy	relationships.	To	do	so,	we	must	reach	
out	to	others	and	treat	them	the	way	we	would	

desire	to	be	treated	by	a	friend	—	looking	out	for	
what	is	in	their	best	interest.	
Rather	than	trying	to	befriend	the	most	popular	
people	we	know,	we	should	target	those	individuals	
who	are	probably	as	lonely	as	we	are.	Think	about	it	
—	when	we	do	this	and	the	person	responds,	then	
neither	of	us	is	lonely	anymore.	Don’t	forget	the	
power	of	prayer	in	finding	the	right	friends.	God	will	
direct	us	as	long	as	we’re	faithful	and	obedient	to	
Him.	
We	need	to	be	willing	to	slowly	share	our	hearts	
and	allow	our	friends	to	do	so	as	well.	Everyone	is	
fearful	of	rejection,	but	someone	has	to	reach	out	
first.	We	must	be	willing	to	take	risks,	realizing	we	
really	have	nothing	to	lose	.	.	.	and	a	lot	to	gain.	As	
we	seek	genuine	friends	and	live	the	message	of	
King	Solomon	—	if	we	want	friends	we	must	be	
friendly	—	we	will	discover	that	this	biblical	
principle	really	works.	Just	don’t	give	up!	
		
(From:	Developing	Friendships	that	Last	–	Focus	on	
the	Family)	
	
Barnabas	
	



	

8th	 Marilyn	
11th	 Trevor	
15th	 Jim	
21st	 Mary	
23rd	 Bonnie	
30th	 Laura	G.	
	

This	month’s	Volunteer:	Paul	
Ministries	 that	 Paul	 helps	 out	 in:	 	 Kids	 Wing	
Teacher,	 setting	 up	 chairs,	 Greeting,	 Picking	 up	
people	 on	 Sunday	 mornings...basically	 Paul	 is	
willing	 to	 help	 out	 wherever	 needed	 and	 it	 is	
usually	behind	the	scenes.	
Why	do	you	like	to	volunteer	at	South	Point?	
"Being	 a	 normally	 shy	 person,	 I	 have	 stayed	 to	
myself	mostly	growing	up...but	since	being	saved,	I	
have	been	reminded	daily	that	we	are	called	to	be	
the	hands	and	 feet	of	 Jesus...(1	Peter	4:10)...God	
made	each	of	us	a	special	and	unique	way...we	all	
have	been	given	specific	gifts	and	talents	designed	
just	for	us...but	we	are	not	to	keep	them	locked	up	
inside	us...but	to	use	them	for	God's	Kingdom...we	
are	 called	 to	 be	 the	 light	 of	 the	 world...(Luke	
11:33)...I	am	reminded	daily	that	I	am	not	to	be	the	
reason	 that	 anyone	 is	 caused	 to	 stumble	 or	 fall	
away	from	God(Luke	17:2)...so	when	I	see	a	need	
that	I	can	help	with...I	just	do...being	shy,	I	see	it	as	
a	true	blessing	that	God	has	called	me	to	teach...I	
find	it	as	educating	to	me	as	the	children...amen"		-
Paul	
	
	

Good	things	are	happening	at	South	Point	during	the	
week.		Below	is	a	picture	of	the	grade	7	class	from	
South	Shore	Christian	School.	 	This	year	the	school	
raised	just	over	2500	cans	to	donate	to	the	Salvation	
Army.	
	

Volunteer	Highlight	

Birthdays 



	

Big	Fat	Peanut	Butter	Oatmeal	Chocolate	Chip	Cookies	

Instructions	
1. Whisk	the	flour,	baking	powder,	baking	soda,	and	salt	together	in	a	medium	bowl.	Set	aside.	
	

2. In	a	large	bowl	using	a	hand	mixer	or	a	stand	mixer	fitted	with	a	paddle	attachment,	beat	the	butter	on	
medium-high	speed	until	smooth,	about	1	minute.	Add	the	granulated	sugar	and	brown	sugar	and	beat	on	
medium-high	speed	until	creamed,	about	2	minutes.	Add	the	eggs,	peanut	butter,	and	vanilla	and	beat	on	
high	speed	until	combined,	about	1	minute.	Scrape	down	the	sides	and	up	the	bottom	of	the	bowl	and	
beat	again	as	needed	to	combine		

	

3. Add	the	dry	ingredients	to	the	wet	ingredients	and	mix	on	low	until	combined.	With	the	mixer	running	on	
low	speed,	add	the	oats.	Once	combined,	beat	in	the	chocolate	chips.	Dough	will	be	thick	and	sticky.	Cover	
and	chill	the	dough	for	at	least	20	minutes	in	the	refrigerator	(and	up	to	4	days).	If	chilling	for	longer	than	1	
hour,	allow	to	sit	at	room	temperature	for	at	least	30	minutes	before	rolling	and	baking	because	the	dough	
will	be	quite	hard.	

	

4. Preheat	oven	to	350°F	(177°C).	Line	baking	sheets	with	parchment	paper	or	silicone	baking	mats.	Set	aside.	
	

5. Scoop	balls	of	dough,	2	Tablespoons	of	dough	per	cookie,	and	arrange	3	inches	apart	on	the	baking	sheets.	
Bake	for	12-14	minutes	until	lightly	browned	on	the	sides.	The	centers	will	look	very	soft.	

	

6. Remove	from	the	oven	and	allow	to	cool	on	baking	sheet	for	5	minutes	before	transferring	to	a	wire	rack	
to	cool	completely.	While	the	cookies	are	still	warm,	I	like	to	press	a	few	more	chocolate	chips	into	the	
tops–	this	is	only	for	looks!	

	

7. Cookies	stay	fresh	covered	at	room	temperature	for	up	to	1	week.	
	

Notes:	
	

1. Make	Ahead	Instructions:	You	can	make	the	cookie	dough	and	chill	it	in	the	refrigerator	for	up	to	4	days.	
Allow	to	come	to	room	temperature	then	continue	with	step	4.	Baked	cookies	freeze	well	for	up	to	3	
months.	Unbaked	cookie	dough	balls	freeze	well	for	up	to	3	months.	Bake	frozen	cookie	dough	balls	for	an	
extra	minute,	no	need	to	thaw.	
	

2. Peanut	Butter:	Use	a	non-natural	peanut	butter	like	Jif	creamy	or	Skippy	creamy.	I	do	not	suggest	using	
natural	style	or	oily	peanut	butter	as	both	produce	crumbly,	fragile,	and	sandy	tasting	cookies.	(Try	this	
flourless	peanut	butter	oatmeal	cookie	if	you	want	to	use	natural!)	Crunchy	peanut	butter	is	OK,	but	I	find	
the	cookies	taste	a	little	dry	with	it.	

	

Ingredients	
• 1	and	1/2	cups	(180g)	all-purpose	flour	(spoon	&	leveled)	
• 1	teaspoon	baking	powder	
• 1	teaspoon	baking	soda	
• 1	teaspoon	salt	
• 1	cup	(2	sticks;	235g)	unsalted	butter,	softened	to	room	temperature	
• 1	cup	(200g)	granulated	sugar	
• 1/2	cup	(100g)	packed	light	or	dark	brown	sugar	
• 2	large	eggs,	at	room	temperature	
• 1	cup	(260g)	creamy	peanut	butter	
• 2	teaspoons	pure	vanilla	extract	
• 2	cups	(180g)	old-fashioned	whole	rolled	oats	
• 2	and	1/2	cups	(450g)	semi-sweet	chocolate	chips,	plus	more	for	topping	
	 if	desired	
	



	



 


