
 

 

 

May Dates 
 

3rd Women’s Bible Study 
7 pm 

 

5th  Prayer Meeting 10:30 
 

7th  Game Night 7 pm 
 

9th  Happy Mother's Day 
 

9th  In House Church at  
9, 11 & 1 

 

10th  Women's Bible Study 
7 pm 

 

12th  Prayer Meeting 10:30 
 

16th  Drive in Worship 10:30 
 

19th  Prayer Meeting 10:30 
 

26th  Prayer Meeting 10:30 
 

30th Drive in Worship 
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“Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in honoring 
each other.  Never be lazy but work hard and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble 
and keep on praying.  When God’s people are in need, be ready to 

help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them.  Be 

happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who 
weep.  Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy 

the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!” 
(Romans 12:10-16, NLT) 

There are so many places in the Scriptures where a vigorous 
sense of community and healthy connectedness is either 
assumed to be operating in the background or explicitly 
directed. As we approach Mother’s and Father’s Day can we 
acknowledge that it still, and always will, take a village to raise 
a child? One of the stresses often expressed in the current 
media is how challenging the isolation has been on everyone, 
and especially those who are school aged. Let me suggest that 
likely many school aged children are the solution to the 
problem in general. 
One: Because of online learning many young people have both 
the time and the expertise to setup digital networks for the 
less digitally inclined adults and seniors. Please allow them to 
contribute in this way. (Hot tip: If you ask your 12-year-old to 
help you with a Zoom call you will likely get a lot of attitude, 

A Word from Pastor Dave 



 

 

 
 

but they will do it and secretly be very proud that 
they were able to help. Or, if you ask them to help 
Grandma set up a Zoom call over the telephone, 
they will politely do it and be very proud that they 
were able to help.) 
Two: Younger children provide a great excuse and 
motivator to actually use these digital networks. No 
offence but it seems clear that most neighbours, 
aunts, uncles and grandparents are worried about 
being a bother because the whole world is subtly 
telling them that they are. Equally true is that most 
parents are far more overwhelmed and in need of 
support than they are culturally allowed to admit. 
Generally, they think they don’t have time for a 
phone call, etc. because they are way behind on 
being perfect parents. But a friendly digital 
connection with their children for 2 minutes, that 
leads into a 15-minute follow-up conversation may 
be just the thing to encourage the overwhelmed 
parents and assure them that they are doing just 

fine. This is what they call in the business world a 
Win – Win proposition. In the Bible it is just called 
hospitality and it is synonymous with the word, 
“life”. 
So here is my Pastoral Proposal: please this week 
(every day this week actually) BOTHER SOMEONE 
WITH YOUR KINDNESS; especially if they are under 
the age of 21; if they live with someone under the 
age of 21; or if they are over the age of 21. 
Perhaps you think I am overstating the need, the 
impact and/or the Biblical mandate for such a 
simple thing. Fortunately, in this newsletter we 
have an article submitted from a person, that is a 
“real person”, reflecting on the broader significance 
of Mother’s Day. I think in the general appreciation 
that J’Aime expresses (see page 4) to those who 
have connected with her and Autumn over the 
years you can see that reaching out, even in small 
ways, really can be so meaningful. 

God our Father 
Like a rock you gave us birth. 
Like a nursing mother you comfort us. 
Like a mother hen you nurture and protect us. 
Like an eagle you catch us when we fall and teach us to fly. 
Like a lioness you raise us up to be courageous and fierce for battle. 
 

Thank you faithful provider for placing mothers, grandmothers, aunts, sisters and 
friends, under whose care we thrive and grow. 
 

Forgive them, for as imperfect as they are, they often know not what they do. 
 

In your amazing grace, use them and their prayers that often come from aching 
hearts. 
 

 In their weakness be their strength to somehow guide us home, into your perfect 
arms of love. 
       All because you loved us first! 
           In His name we pray, Amen 
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The arrival of spring always makes me happy. The snow 
disappears, the grass turns green, and the trees get their 
leaves and the birds that had flown south for the winter 
return singing their familiar songs. I’m reminded of a 
little rhyme that goes quite well with spring. “The snow 
is gone, the grass is green, I wonder where the birdies 
have been.” 
Spring weather came early this year. We had very warm 
weather in March. So warm that some farmers planted 
early crops like potatoes, peas, and sweet corn. I even 
saw one farmer planting regular field corn. Did we jump 
the gun? I don’t know, but when I saw all of this activity 
I decided to get into the garden, work it up, and plant 
my potatoes. The potatoes are just coming up now. 
A couple of years ago we planted a plum tree in our 
garden. It has been growing very well. Last year the 
plum tree was in bloom with a total of less than ten 
blossoms. We were going to have a few plums, that was 
until the late frost came and our plum blossoms were 
frozen and fell off. No plums for us. 
This year our plum tree is covered with blossoms, too 
many to count. Looks like a good year for plums. But 
then the weather network sends out an alert, “Heavy 
Snow Warning”, oh no. I decided that I would cover our 
plum tree with a tarp to keep the snow from freezing 
the blossoms. As I was setting up some ladders to 
support the tarp, I discovered a robin’s nest. The nest 
had one egg in it. Now what do I do. If I cover the 
tree the robin won’t be able to get to the nest. I 

decided to leave the tarp on the ground and take 
my chances with the snow. 
Through the night a lot of snow fell, and we went to the 
tree to see if the robin was there and if she had 
protected her egg. She wasn’t there. The nest had 4 
inches of snow on it. We cleaned the snow off of the 
nest and the egg was still there. Would the robin return? 
The robin did return, and over the next few days 
another egg appeared. Momma robin was and still is 
hard at work taking care of her eggs and starting her 
new family. She keeps them warm and in a few more 
days her babies will be born, and her duties will change 
as she begins to supply their need for food. What a good 
example she is. 
For all the Mothers I would like to say thank you for all 
that you do for your families. Thank you for your 
patience, your ambition, and your love. “Her children 
rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her: Many women have done excellently, but 
you surpass them all.” Proverbs 31:28-31. 
 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 
 

And as for the plum tree. We have had a couple more 
frost warnings. I did cover it one night. The blossoms are 
still on the tree so I’m counting on eating some delicious 
plums this year. There are now three eggs in the nest. 
Well done momma robin! 
 

Barnabas 
 

Barnabas Notes 
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Mother’s Day is upon us and many people scramble to 
figure out what to do in order to show their mothers 
how very much they love them. While showering our 
mothers with a day of flowers, chocolate and food isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing I would argue that we shouldn’t 
wait for this single day in May to honour the women in 
our lives. 
 

Yes, I said ‘women.’ Mother’s Day is a beautiful day, 
but I would argue that we should be honouring all of 
the women in our lives. Let me explain. 
 

Motherhood is terrifying in the most glorious and 
beautiful way. The first time a mother looks upon the 
face of their child their world view changes and their 
priorities shift. Suddenly, you have this tiny, helpless 
human to care for and… oh, would you look at that? 
This precious gift God has given you has conveniently 
arrived without an instruction manual. 
 

I read books on parenthood. I watched videos. I walked 
into the hospital on August 26th, 2005 with a vast 
knowledge of book smarts but the next day, when I 
held Autumn for the very first time, I suddenly felt like 
the dumbest person on the planet. How do you 
support the head? Where does this hand go? What’s 
going on with the snaps on this onesie? What’s the big 
deal with her being tongue tied? Why is she crying? 
WHY IS SHE CRYING?! Oh, my goodness please stop 
crying!!! 
 Yes, I am Autumn’s mother. But we have both been 
blessed by a huge number of mothering hands in our 
lives. Grandmothers with the wisdom to see that I 
needed a break even when I resisted. Friends who 
would show up with food when cooking just wasn’t 
going to happen. Aunts who knew when to swoop 
in with a phone call or even a hug. Moms and 
Mums who didn’t have to be mothers but did so 
anyway because it was their God-given gift to 

share their lives and their experiences. Women in 
general who take the time to share their lives, to lift 
others up and to nurture, love and care. 
 

Whether or not women realize this, the fact remains 
that your influence on the lives of those around you 
affects and shapes the people who see you. Words of 
wisdom and shared truths reach out like the hands of 
a caring mother, adding to the pool of life lessons 
from which we all get to draw. 
 

Yes, we absolutely should be honouring our mothers 
(Exodus 20:12). But we all have women in our lives 
who, with or without their knowledge, have mothered 
us to one extent or another and we absolutely cannot 
let those deeds be ignored. One single Sunday in May 
is not nearly enough time to thank all of the mothers 
in our lives.  
 

So yes, absolutely don’t be scared to spoil your moms. 
They deserve it. But I implore you to remember the 
rest of the women in your lives. 
 

Ladies, you are appreciated. You are loved. You are 
valued and cherished. Even if you’re not a mother 
please know that someone out there remembers you 
for at least one motherly act and that’s a beautiful 
thing. Thank you. Now go enjoy some chocolate or 
some pretty flowers - you deserve it. 
 

 

“It really takes a community to raise children, 
no matter how much money one has. Nobody 

can do it well alone. And it’s the bedrock 
security of community that we and our children 

need.” 
 

— Marian Wright Edelman 

 

Mother’s Day 
reflections  
from J’Aime 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

May 
 8th Andrew 22nd Charmaine 
 9th Peter  24th Finn 
 11th Len  25th Glen 
 14th Maria M. 29th Ruby 
 19th Bailey 30th Talitha 
 

This month we would like to highlight the Maintenance Team. 
This group of volunteers works hard to help keep our building and 
grounds looking good and safe for us to enjoy and we are so very 
grateful.  They do a variety of jobs that include cutting the grass, 
weeding, changing light bulbs and furnace filters and minor repair 
work that needs to get done.  Currently we are looking for 

Ministry Highlight 

people that would be willing to 
cut the grass once or twice a 
month.  If you are able to help out 
with this or would like to learn 
more about this ministry, please 
let me know. 

"There's no way to be a 
perfect mother, and a million 

ways to be a good one" 
~ Jill Churchhill 
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NEW!  Reviews by the Renaud Family 
Here is a little movie review for those families that are finding 
themselves watching endless episodes of Full House during the stay-at-
home order. Although I’m not opposed to a little Tanner family fun, I 
have found that when you can recite full lines from episodes that initially 
aired in the late 80s, it might mean that you need to switch it up a bit. 
We have a family ranging in age from toddler to preteen, and us parents 
are what they call “elder millennials”, our various tastes in movies and 
tv are quite diverse. But one thing almost all of us can agree on, is that 
musicals are the best genre of movie. Actually, I’m kidding, I’m the only 
one who thinks this. We have Netflix, and Disney+, and of course 
YouTube which generally drives me nuts. 

 A new release on Netflix this month is called A Week 
Away, staring Bailee Madison, Kevin Quinn and Sherri 
Shepherd, it’s the story of a troubled teen named 
Will.  He is a foster child, who has lost both his parents 
and feels alone in the world, when a foster mother and 
her teen son offer to take him to a week of camp. What 
he doesn’t know is that it’s a Christian camp, complete 
with songs and games and of course a bit of a love 
interest. A Week Away is a musical done in the style of 
Disney’s Highschool Musical; and as a girl who grew up 
on the franchise, actually, to be honest I enjoyed those 
movies well into my twenties, I love how the kids at 
camp break out into random song and dance, or how 
when a person finds himself confused or lost, he might 
just sing a song, (don’t we all solve our problems that 
way?) If you are into Steven Curtis Chapman, Amy 
Grant, and Rich Mullins, and who isn’t really? You’ll 
love the fun renditions of their older music, and if you 
can sing all the words and manage to embarrass your 
kids by maybe even dancing along, then you get bonus 
life points. 
 Some topics that could bring up questions or 
discussion, or can be difficult for sensitive kids, are 

things like young people dealing with loss and grief. 
Foster care and what that is. There is mention of 
‘juvie’, my 7-year-old asked what that was. A teen 
lies about who he is and his past. The opening scene 
is a teen running away from a police officer and being 
handcuffed when he’s caught. Teens expressing, they 
don’t feel “good enough” (through song) while 
expressing that they “like” someone. A teen sneaking 
into an office and looking at other youths’ files, then 
using the information he found to make the teen feel bad 
about his past. A character uses the word “stupid” once, 
and he also refers to the kids at camp as “Jesus Freaks”.  A 
teen also gets upset and questions where God has been 
in his life through the hard times. 
 

It is not often that Netflix presents a kid’s story with God 
at the center, where we can see how much young people 
long for acceptance and love that they can only get from 
Him. But what I like about this movie, (other than the 
killer dance moves, and a pure heartedness that borders 
on corny) is that it approached the idea that we can also 
be an example of that love to each other. Avery’s 
kindness toward Will is not based on simple teenage 
attraction, (although it might have played a part) you can 
see that she first loves God, that she longs to share her 
faith with Will, and invite him into a relationship with 
Jesus. I also felt that this movie did a really good job of 
showing that adults care for young people, that they can 
be trusted, and that they genuinely want and believe in 
the goodness of youth. 
Overall, I say this is a great movie, and recommend it to 
the young and old! 
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My name is Giovanni and I 
love going to school and 
playing with my friends 
there. 

My name is Georgia.  I love to 
play with my family, and I am 
17 months old. 

My name is Gavin and I am 6 
weeks old and 12 pounds 

My name is Grayson and I 
love watching cartoons. 

Myles has a great imagination and loves playing army 

Something we miss 
during the pandemic and 
doing church differently 
is the kids!  And 
watching them grow up 
and change, which 
happens so quickly.  So 
here are some pictures 
and a line or tidbit for 
our enjoyment. 
 

“Cherish the children, for they are 
the footprints you will leave behind.” 

Gianna is 5 and loves being a 
big sister. 
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Hello! My name is 
Akinesie, but I like ‘Aki’ for 
short (you kind of rhyme it 
with wacky for the correct 
pronunciation) 
I am 11 years old. I love 
playing the piano, learning 
about birds, and gardening 
with my dad. 
 

Hello! My name is Benjamin, 
but I prefer Ben. I am 9 years 
old. I love swimming and 
being creative with my 
hands. I am very shy and I’m 
uncomfortable being put on 
the spot. 

Hello! My name is 
Sophie. I am 7 years 
old. I absolutely love 
Elephants!! I have 
17 elephant stuffies 
and I want to work 
at an elephant 
sanctuary when I 
get bigger. 

Aiden 

Charlotte 

Calia is a super 
busy 14-month-
old. She has her 
hands in 
absolutely 
everything and 
gets away with 
almost everything 
too! Eden loves 
her little sister. 
Eden is 
homeschooling, 
has learned how 
to rollerblade very 
well and she can’t 
wait for summer 
break! 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mack has had a blast 
playing outside and 
driving his tractor 
around. He is working on 
getting ready for school 
in the fall. 

Theo- Is 9 months 
old, loves to walk 
around in his 
walker and army 
crawl around the 
house, he adores 
his big sister Ariel, 
and is a big 
mama's boy. 

Ariel- she's 2 years and a 
half old (that's how she 
says it), she loves 
babies/dolls, paw patrol, 
Minnie mouse, Disney 
princesses, and Peppa 
Pig. She also likes to sing 
and dance. Her favourite 
food is spaghetti. 

Abby has 
enjoyed 
playing 
outside, 
helping to 
plant the 
garden and 
taking care of 
the chickens! 

Elody turned 6 in March and has 
been learning to read. She also 
loves taking care of all of the 
animals and being outside. 

Remy has loved 
riding on her Mom’s 
bike and playing in 
the dirt. She loves to 
hold all the chickens 
and help collect the 
eggs. She also 
turned 2 in 
February! :) 
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Roses say I love you, 

Orchids Can enthrall, 
But a Weed Bouquet 
In a Chubby fist 
Oh my! 
 

That says 
It ALL! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Penelope has 
learned and 
grown so much 
this past year. She 
loves exploring 
everything 
indoors and 
outdoors. She 
loves her brother 
so much and 
loves to be silly.  
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Jackson is all 
about animals 
(especially our 
chickens and 
pet dog Lola) 
Jackson could 
live outside if I 
would let him. 
He loves sliding 
and swinging 
super high.  

Some life advice from the R kids 

Christopher says, " if you stink, 
you should take a shower, 
people will appreciate it." 
 

Sammy says, " middle C is 
in the middle of the piano, 
and it's a line note."  
 

Benny says, "if you 
work hard, you can 
make 40 bucks a day."  
 

Emma says, "the secret to 
perfect homemade bread, is that 
you have to have a positive 
attitude while kneading it." 

Officially 
ADOPTED 

I said to Liam, what do you 
want to share, and he said, 
 " I want to share, a lollipop 
maybe..." 
 


